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Colour to the Fore at
HoloExpo Exhibition

Around 150 people attended the an-
nual HoloExpo conference, the event
which primarily covers developments
in holography in Russia and neighbour-
ing countries, held this year in Minsk,
Belarus, under the local leadership of
Prof Leonard Tanin of Holographic In-
dustry JSC, and Prof Sergey Odinokov
of Moscow Bauman University, Chair-
man of the HoloExpo organising com-
mittee.

As usual at HoloExpo, papers from
universities and state-sponsored re-
search organisations across the Com-
monwealth of Independent States
(CIS) predominated, with a particularly
strong showing this year from Belaru-
sian organisations. But there were two

Colour Holographic's Denysiuk hologram of
medals.

innovations this year: parallel streams
on the second day of the conference,
with research and science papers in
one stream and art and display in the
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Display Holograms

Colour to the Fore at HoloExpo Exhibition ... cont’d

other stream; and a public exhibition
of display holograms, curated by Prof
Tanin with support and input from his
colleagues at Holographic Industry and
other display holography luminaries
from Europe and N America, in par-
ticular Alkis Lembessis of the Hellenic
Institute of Holography.

The Display Holography World Ex-
hibition at the Academy of Science,
which will be open to the public until
December 1, lives up to its title. It is
a well-displayed and arranged collec-
tion of around 100 display holograms,
showing the history of the medium
from early examples of monochrome
Denisyuk holograms of items from
museums in Russia, Ukraine and Bela-
rus to recent full-colour Denisyuk and
digital holograms. The early works, on
Slavich silver halide plates, hold their
own against the latest work, despite
being monochrome golden-green, be-
cause the items were carefully chosen

as metallic or ceramic items of similar
colour. Nonetheless, examples of recent
full-colour holograms show how far
this medium has come in the last few
years.

Large-format digital holograms from
Canadian company Rabbit Holes (see
HN Vol 23 No 12, but sadly now closed
down) and Geola were clear demonstra-
tions of the depth that can be achieved
with this technology, while Denisyuk
and stereogram holograms from Col-
our Holographic in London, shot on its
own BB silver halide plates, were real-
istic enough to achieve the old trick of
making the viewer think the object was
behind the glass.

Hellenic Institute’s Work

One of the most impressive presen-
tations was a collection of holograms
from the Hellenic Institute of Hologra-
phy. As founder-director Alkis Lembes-
sis explained in his conference paper, it
has been continuing its work to develop

high quality full colour holograms to
record Greece’s extensive collection
of antiquities (see HN Vol 23 No 11).
The Institute’s holographer, Andreas
Sarakinos, has now made some excel-
lent Denisyuk holograms of objects that
can be brought to a studio, as well as
digital holograms of items which can-
not be moved.

The Institute’s display at the exhi-
bition showed several full colour 8” x
10” Denisyuk holograms, displayed in
two-part unit on a table. One side of the
unit houses the object (or an excellent
reproduction of it), the other holds the
hologram plate. So observers can see
for themselves the fidelity of the holo-
gram — or play ‘Am I looking at the
hologram or the object?’.

Lembessis told Holography News®
that the Institute worked closely with
Colour Holographic on these holograms,
using BB plates. He also acknowledged
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Colour to the Fore at HoloExpo Exhibition ... cont’d

that the Institute had lent 60 holograms
from its collection for the exhibition,
including works of many holographic
artists.

The conference presented over 60
papers, including invited presentations
from veterans of the field such as John
Caulfield, Hans Bjelkhagen, Michelle
Grossman and Ann-Marie Christakis.
Topics spanned security holography,
interferometry, new materials and char-
acterisation of materials for holograph-
ic exposure, HOEs and solar concentra-
tors and holographic art. Holography
News will report on key papers in the
next few issues.

Conference Papers

The Belarus Academy of Science, the
Belarusian State University, the Bela-
rusian Mechanical-Optical Association
and the Holography Industry JSC sup-
ported the conference and exhibition.

Hellenic Institutes display of
holograms of art: hologram or object?

The next HoloExpo conference
will be in Moscow on November
9th, immediately following Holo-
packeHolo-print®, the Hologra-
phy Conference, which will be in
Moscow on November 6-8th.

Contact: www.holography.by/en
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